     Saluda County Council Chairman Hardee Horne has taken over as chairman of the Upper Savannah Council of Governments (USCOG) Board of Directors for Fiscal Years 2008-2009.

     Horne served as vice chairman of the USCOG Board the last two years and was unanimously nominated as chairman. 
     Previous chairman Diane Anderson of Laurens County “passed the gavel” to Horne during the Board’s June meeting. Horne’s first meeting as chairman will be in August.
     USCOG serves the counties of Abbeville, Edgefield, Greenwood, Laurens, McCormick and Saluda with services ranging from grant writing and planning to community development, workforce development, and economic development. 
     USCOG also serves as the region’s Area Agency on Aging while overseeing One-Stop Workforce Centers that help citizens find jobs and employers locate qualified workers.
     “Diane did a terrific job in her two years as chairman,” Horne said. “Her work has been a tremendous asset to the COG. I look forward to still working with her (on the Board) and having her lend me guidance. This is a good opportunity for myself and the County, and I appreciate the confidence that the Board has given me.”
     Horne is especially honored to be the first COG chairman from Saluda County since David Sawyer in the 1980s.
     “And my father was vice chairman years ago,” he said of the late Bernard Horne.
     But Horne also stresses, “I’m not representing just Saluda County. I am representing all six counties of the COG.”
     USCOG has been active in Saluda County over the years, helping acquire millions of dollars in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) housing rehabilitation funds and administering those projects.
     Bernard Horne, USCOG, and the Upper Savannah Workforce Development Board were instrumental in the opening of the County’s new state-of-the-art One-Stop Workforce Center in 2005. The Center on West Butler Avenue was dedicated to Bernard Horne, who passed away in January 2004. Hardee Horne spoke on behalf of the family at the ribbon-cutting ceremony. The Center was previously located in a small downtown building.
     USCOG also played an important role in the Saluda County Council on Aging’s move to a new, much larger facility on West Butler Avenue.
     USCOG is also assisting the County in reviewing subdivision plans while discussing planning and zoning issues with Council and the Planning Commission.

