     Kathleen Sinclair is once again proud of her Lydia Mill village home.

     “When I first moved here, this was a beautiful place,” Sinclair said of her Cypress Street house and the neighborhood.

     That was 50-plus years ago.

     The homes were originally built for employees of Lydia Mill and many of the original purchasers live in them. But age had taken its toll on many of the houses.

     Thanks to a recently completed Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) rehabilitation project that involved repairing 12 houses in the Lydia Mill village, Sinclair can show off her home again.

     “Everybody has bragged about this one,” she said, with a smile.

     The $500,000 CDBG funds were awarded to the City of Clinton in 2004 to repair substandard houses in the village. In addition to repairing the 12 homes, the project allowed for the completion of Phase I of a neighborhood park. 

     The project also involved local funds and private donations. 

     The park provides recreational opportunities for residents of the area and will include playground equipment for children ages 1 through 12, recreation softball and baseball fields, picnic tables, and a walking trail. Thus far, the playground portion of the park is complete.

     The Upper Savannah Council of Governments (USCOG) assisted Clinton with the CDBG applications to the S.C. Department of Commerce. USCOG has successfully submitted millions of dollars in housing rehabilitation grants over the past 25 years in its region of Abbeville, Edgefield, Greenwood, Laurens, McCormick and Saluda counties.

     When the projects are awarded, USCOG’s Community Development Project Manager Pam Davenport and Rehabilitation Specialist Keith Smith begin accepting housing assistance applications, and searching courthouse records to verify property ownership and ensure that there are no liens or judgments against properties.

     USCOG makes homeowner financial and employment verifications, inspects the houses and prepares work write-ups, bids houses to contractors, makes code enforcement inspections during construction, and continues general program management until the project is complete.

     Sinclair’s house located within walking distance of her church, Lydia Mill Baptist, had peeling paint on the outside, a leaky roof and ceilings, outdated windows, and electrical problems. Living on a fixed income, Sinclair, like others in the neighborhood, can’t afford to make home improvements.

     The contractors for the project installed new vinyl siding and new roof shingles, fixed her ceilings, provided new doors and windows, painted and added handrails to the porches, made bathroom improvements, installed a new heater, and reworked the electrical system and added more outlets.

     “The electrical was dangerous. Last summer, that air conditioner went out,” Sinclair said, pointing to the unit in her living room. “My daughter bought me a used one. I asked my son to put it in. He came down here to put the other in there.”

     But he never put the other unit it.

     “He said there is nothing wrong with the other one. He said a fuse had blown (due to an overloaded circuit in the old wiring),” she said.

     The outward appearance of the house looks much better now with the new roof and windows, painted porches, and shiny beige vinyl siding.

     “It made a big difference,” Smith said.

     Compared to Sinclair, Joyce Leak is a relative newcomer to the village having bought her home about eight years ago.

     “I knew it was an older house,” Leak said while sitting in her home recently. “I knew it would eventually need to be rewired. This program allowed it (the rewiring) to be done a lot sooner than I would have been able to do. The community was already involved in this before I bought the house. It was just a blessing for me to be able to receive the benefit.”

     The gutters were redone on the home to help relieve moisture problems under the house, and moisture and mold in the house. The work on her house alleviated electrical problems, including outlets that weren’t working. Like Sinclair, Leak had to use extension cords to provide the necessary electricity in some parts of the house.

     “I couldn’t run the microwave and deep fryer at the same time,” she said, with a smile.

     The work was recently completed on her house as well as most others involved in the project.

     “It has afforded me the piece of mind to know that it is done,” Leak said. “I think it has been a good program for everybody. I’ve talked to one or two neighbors. They are pleased. I think they are satisfied. It’s a good opportunity for the homeowners to be able to do the basics of code necessities without being on a real (budget) strain.”

     “I am real pleased,” Sinclair added. “I do appreciate everything. My children do too. They are proud for me.” 

